ANGEL TREE HISTORY
The holiday season is often called the most wonderful time of the year, but it can also be a hard
season for many people without the resources to celebrate or buy gifts. In 1979, one Virginia couple
set out to find a way to help community members who were in a season of struggle, and the angel
tree tradition was born.
In the winter of 1979, Majors Charles and Shirley White were stationed by the army in Lynchburg,
Virginia. They knew several local families were struggling, so they asked The Salvation Army and
the local River Ridge shopping mall to help them provide clothes and toys for children in the
community who likely wouldn't get any that year.

They set up a large Christmas tree at the mall and wrote down each child's first name and their
needed items on a Hallmark card (many of the cards were decorated with angels, which led to the
term 'angel tree'). Mall shoppers would pick a card off the tree and purchase the items while they
were out doing their own Christmas shopping. That year, 472 children received items from the
program coordinated by the Whites.
When the Whites were transferred to Nashville a few years later, they started a program there too.
As word started traveling about the impact of the program, angel trees began popping up all around
the country. Today, you'll find angel trees at hundreds of Army locations, local businesses, and
shopping malls all over the United States.
Today, and because of Group Adopters like you, The Salvation Army of Broward County has
brought smiles to thousands of children right here in our home.
VanSchmus, E. (2021, October 1). The sweet story behind angel tree—and how to participate this year. Yahoo. https://sports.yahoo.com/sweet-storybehind-angel-tree-131542130.html
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ANGEL TREE IN BROWARD COUNTY

Last year, through Angel Tree, The Salvation Army of Broward County distributed new toys and
clothing to nearly 3,000 children! This feat was largely accomplished because of Group
Adopters—you decided to make a difference in a child’s life. When the community comes together,
big things happen.
WHAT IS ANGEL TREE:
Angel Tree provides Christmas gifts for families in need during the holidays. To participate, children
receiving a gift must be living with a family that resides within Broward County, Florida and must be
between the ages of birth to 10 years old. Additionally, families must complete the online application
found on our website by Sunday, October 23rd.
GETTING INVOLVED WITH ANGEL TREE:
This year, because of rapidly changing economic conditions, many families in our community are in
need, and some more than others. As a result, the Army needs your help. We are looking to partner
with you to give children in Broward County a Christmas to remember. There are three ways to get
involved:
1. Become a Group Adopter
2. Volunteer with Angel Tree
3. Make a financial gift to the Army (https://salvationarmyflorida.org/fortlauderdale/)
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GROUP ADOPTIONS
WHAT IS A GROUP ADOPTER:
Group Adopters can be any entity or individual who adopts 10 or more Angels (children). Group
Adopters collect and provide age appropriate toys and clothing for their adopted Angels, a process
facilitated by Angel Tree. To make sure that the Army reaches as many families as possible this
Christmas season, we encourage Group Adopters to adopt a minimum of 20 Angels.
WHY BECOME A GROUP ADOPTER:
We know that the greatest part of being a Group Adopter is knowing that our little Angels will have a
fantastic Christmas. But, it also comes with some added value. For your participation as a Group
Adopter, we are happy to offer you the following perks:
1. An invitation to the Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner where you will be recognized
2. Invitations to other Army events throughout the year
3. A listing of you or your entity’s name in the Army’s 2022 Annual Report
Additionally, photo-op and social media opportunities are available. Contact us for details.
HOW TO BECOME A GROUP ADOPTER:
Here is how you become a Group Adopter:
1. Complete and submit the Angel Tree Group Adoption Registration Form (Online or Paper)
A. Online (Easy and Convenient!)—Click this link: MAKE ME A GROUP ADOPTER
B. Paper—Complete and submit the form on page 5
2. After submitting your form, you will receive a follow-up email within 24—48 business hours
3. Follow the instructions in your follow-up email, the instructions are unique to your registration
Remember the deadline to adopt Angels is Monday, October 10th.
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GROUP ADOPTION REGISTRATION FORM
TODAY’S DATE: ______ / ______ / __________
ORGANIZATION NAME: ___________________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON FIRST NAME: __________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON LAST NAME: ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS 1: _________________________________________________

ADDRESS 2: _________________________________________________
CITY: ________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: _________
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ______ - ______ - _______ EMAIL: ______________________________
HOW MANY ANGELS DO YOU WANT TO ADOPT? (CIRCLE ONE)
10

20

30

40

50 or more

Other ______

CHOOSE YOUR METHOD FOR HOW YOU WANT TO OBTAIN YOUR ANGELS. (CIRCLE ONE)





VIRTUAL (SENT ELECTRONICALLY TO YOU)
PAPER ANGELS 1 (MAILED TO YOU)
PAPER ANGELS 2 (PICKED UP BY YOU)

WILL YOU DELIVER TOYS TO THE ARMY? (CIRCLE ONE)
YES

NO

WILL THE ARMY NEED TO PICK-UP TOYS FROM YOUR OFFICE? (CIRCLE ONE)
YES

NO

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HOSTING A FOOD DRIVE FOR THE ARMY’S FOOD PANTRY?
(CIRCLE ONE)
YES

NO

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN “STUFF THE BUS?” (CIRCLE ONE)
YES

NO

Once completed, email this form to Michael Cash at Michael.Cash@uss.salvationarmy.org or
mail it to: The Salvation Army of Broward County, RE: Angel Tree, 1445 W. Broward Blvd.,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. For assistance, call 954-712-2437.
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GROUP VOLUNTEERING
Volunteers are essential to the success of the Army’s programs and services. While many
organizations and individuals provide us with their time and talent, we offer a life-changing
experience through meaningful volunteer work that supports your organization’s commitment to
social responsibility and offers individuals the opportunity to give back to their community. Join the
staff team at the Army this holiday season as we bring joy to countless families through Angel Tree.
ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEER ROLES:
1. Retail Assistant—Engages with retail customers and encourages them to “adopt an angel”
2. Toy Shop Assistant—Sorts, bags, and transfers toys
3. Distribution Day Assistant—Transports and loads bagged toys
Volunteers will work side by side with Army staff and other volunteers. All volunteers must dress
comfortably, wear closed toed shoes, and follow the . In order to volunteer, contact the Angel Tree
Coordinator, Michael Cash at Michael.Cash@uss.salvationarmy.org.
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ANGEL TREE CONTACT INFO
Thank you for being a major part of Angel Tree. Should you have any questions regarding Group
Adoptions or volunteering, contact us at your earliest convenience. We are happy to assist you!
THE ARMY’S CONTACT INFO:
The Salvation Army of Broward County
1445 West Broward Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312
https://salvationarmyflorida.org/fortlauderdale/

ANGEL TREE HOTLINE:
954-712-2437
ANGEL TREE COORDINATOR:
Michael Cash
Michael.Cash@uss.salvationarmy.org
954-712-2435
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:
Joshua J. Myers
Joshua.Myers@uss.salvationarmy.org
954-712-2431
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